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For the Guide to Holiness. 


THOUGHTS ON HOLINESS. 


NO. 16. 


ON TIE STRICTNESS OF THE RETRIBUTIONS OF THE LAW OF PROVIDENCE. | 


In estimating the law of Providence, we are to keep in mind, that it 


is based upon and developes itself in connection with two leading ele- 


ments, namely, the inward and the outward. The inward element is 
man’s moral nature. ‘The outward element is to be found in the cir- 
cumstances, which are designed to regulate the action resulting from 
the inward principle. ‘The providential law, considered as distinct 
from the elements involved in it and as developed from those clements, 
is the requisition, the mandate, (uttered, it is true, without a voice, 
but still audible and imperative to those to whom it is applicable,) 
that the action, originating from the inward moral motive, must not 
only be right in reference to the originating motive, but appropriate 
and right also under the circumstances actually existing. ‘lo donght 
is to do as God would have us do. The law of Providence, therefore, 
stating it in its simplest form, 1s the law of God directing and con- 
trolling our actions, in view of existing facts and events. 

2. Poatrark, perhaps, to the common opinion, the retributions of 
this law are invariably strict and inflexible. It is well understood, 


that common opinion, founded upon the Yan experience, assents 
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to the strictness and inflexibility of physical laws. If a man thrusts 
his hand into the fire, he is burned. If he plunges himself into the — 
depths of the ocean, he is drowned. If he throws himself down a 
rocky eminence, he is dashed to pieces. The result, secured by known 
and inflexible physical laws, is certain. | 

It may be added, that common opinion attaches the same idea of 
strictness and inflexibility to the action of the municipal laws of state 
governments. If a man, contrary to the laws of the land, takes 
another’s property, it 1s generally regarded a matter of certainty that 
punishment will overtake him. If a man strikes another, the law, 
without regard to his position in society or even his penitence, strikes 
him in return. Fines, stripes, stocks, prisons, show how inflexible is 


_ the arm of civil and criminal justice. 


But it does not appear to be the common opinion, that the retribu- 
tions of the providential law are equally strict, equally inflexible. 
The tendency is, partly because its modes of operation are less obvi- 
ous to the senses, to look upon Providence as a lenient master, who 
generally defers punishment, who punishes slightly at most, and some- 
times not at all. But this is a mistake. The providential law is as 
strict in its operation as the others, and even more so. It is possible, 
certainly, that natural laws may be suspended in their operation and 
may fail. The penalty of the civil laws may sometimes be evaded. 
But the rctributions of the providential law, (a law modified in its 


application by the incident of existing facts and events, but always 


founded on the principles of eternal right and wrong,) can never be 
annulled, can never be escaped. 

8. If the providence of God has brought together a nich and a poor 
man under such circumstances that it becomes: the duty of the rich 
man to aid the poor, and he refuses to do it, it is impossible for him 


in any way, except by sincere repentance, to escape the penalty of 


his wrong-doing. He will ask, perhaps, why he was bound to support 
or aid the poor man more than another? ‘The answer is, it was not 
necessary that all should confer their benevolence at the same time, 
and the law of Providence, operating in connection with the existing 
fact in the case, made its selection, and the lot fell upon him. The 
fact, that Providence had given him a particular location, involved 
also the assignment of a particular duty. In refusing to perform that 
duty, he has exposed himself to a penalty. When or where it will 
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come, he cannot foresee ; but its terrible advent is inevitable in its 
appointed time. 

A man has a family, or is in some way connected with one. Ile 
is a father, brother, husband, or son. Perhaps he sustains all these 
important relations atonce. He hasa moral nature; and Providence, 
which makes all these arrangements, has assigned and settled his po- 
sition. Out of his moral nature and the position which is thus’ as . 
signed him, is developed the obligation or law. of specific duty. We 
properly denominate it in this case, as in others, the providential law. 
As a father, brother, husband, or son, he has duties to perform, which 
would not be binding upon hin, if he were not placed in that partie- 
ular situation. If he fails in those duties, whatever their nature, and 
whether the failure be more or less, he incurs a penalty, which may 
not be particularly noticed or felt at the time, but from which there | 
is and can be no escape. 

A man defames his neighbor’s character, or takes his neighbor’s 
property. Perhaps the defamation is slight ; and the property taken 
is small. No human eye has seen the theft, and the defamation is 
uttered so plausibly and ingeniously, that no human heart takes cog- 
nizance of it, except to feel and perhaps to multiply its injurious 
effects. But the deedis done. The civil or criminal law cannot 
operate in this case, because the deed is supposed to be seeret. But 
the providential law also, which keeps its own record, has been vio- 
lated; and the penalty, written in letters of fire, can never be blotted 
out, except in that atoning blood which washes away all sin. 

4. There is nothing exterior, nothing seen. No judge is seen on 
the bench of justice. - No audible sentence is pronounced. No prison 
doors are shut or opened. No sword is uplifted. And yet the blow 
falls; reaching always the precise centre of its object; the sharper 
for being invisible ; as inflexibly certain in its movement and its 
results, as the decrees of infinite wisdom. 

5. We proceed now to a remark of no small importance. The 
- strictness of the providential law is such, that the penalty attending 
a violation of it will be experienced, sialees the object which we had 
in view in our conduct, be good or evil. In other words, God, as 
the administrator of Providence, will punish us for actions, originat- 

ing in a good motive, if that motive has been exercised without a 
careful regard to the facts in the case. 


~~ 
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If a filer, for instance, from the init of benevolent parental 
feeling, gives a large amount of property to a son, who obviously has 
no capacity and no heart to manage it aright, he violates a providen- 
tial law, by attempting to unite things which are incompatible, and 
the most painful results will sooner or later ensue. If a benevolent 
man has a poor but very vicious neighbor, and without any suitable 
reflections upon the matter, bestows upon him liberal donations, he 
obviously does a wrong thing, although he may have meant it mght. 
He thus sets himself, perhaps without any specific intentions of that 
nature, in opposition to the providential design ; and is found in the 


ruinous situation of one who is fighting against God. God knows what 


is best. He sees, that to the vicious man, who expends his wealth 
upon his lusts, poverty, yea, extreme poverty, is the best riches. 

6. It should never be forgotten, that a good motive, however kindly 
and highly it may be appreciated, does not constitute a right action 
in the strict sense of the term, unless the action can be spoken of and 
regarded as right, in the circumstances actually existing. It is a 
very important principle, therefore, especially in its connection with 
the higher forms of religious experience, that we ought with care to 
watch over even our good desires, and to bring them under a strict 
regulation. Our good desires, our good intentions, will not save our- 
selves or others from evil, if we contemplate and carry into effect ob- 
jects which are out of the divine order. 

The instances, which have already been given, help to illustrate 
the subject. Very many others will readily occur. A monarch, for 
instance, in the largeness of his heart, proposes the immediate and 
entire liberation of his people, notwithstanding they are obviously un- 
prepared for it. Butin thus doing an act, which under other circum- 
stances would be highly commendable, he only places in the nation’s 
hand a sword to be plunged into its own vitals. His good intentions 
will not shield him from responsibility. Subjecting his benevolence 
to the dictates of deliberation and wisdom, he should have first made 
his gift, not to freedom, but to the preparation for freedom. _ 

7. And these remarks will apply, not to one merely, but to all the 
purest and holiest affections of our nature. Such affections are al- 
ways good and commendable in themselves; but in the manner and 
degree of their exercise, they are necessarily subjected to the law of 
time, place, and object. It is certainly commendable and right at 
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all times and under all circumstances, to entertain feelings of kind. 
ness and compassion for those who suffer. But it is not commendable 
and right, at all times and under all circumstances, to attempt to 
relieve that suffering. And the reason is, that God, in his wise prov- — 
idence, has seen fit to impose suffering. Suffering, therefore, has its 
own, its appropriate work to do. And mere human pity cannot in- 
terfere with these providential intentions, without committing great 
error, and without experiencing a retribution on itself. 

8. We may perhaps deduce an illustration of the strictness of the 
law of Providence from the law of nature. We all know, that if our 
action, that of the husbandman for instance, does not conform to the 
law of physical nature, it has no reward, but is the occasion of loss. 
Accordingly we never exhibit the folly of scattering our wheat and 
corn on the frozen clods of autumn and on the snowbanks of winter ; 
because we know that it is entirely useless, and worse than useless, to 
anticipate, as we should thus do, the preparations of nature. What- 
ever we may do, we shall always find, if we would doit with any 
good results, that God must go first, and strike the first blow. Our 
business is, both in connection with the works of nature, and in morals 
and religion, to act concurrently, to follow him, and without running 
before him, to strive to be co-workers with him. It is with this great 
practical religious principle in view, that the Savior says, ‘* Give not 
that: which is holy to the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under your feet, and turn again and 
rend you.” It is this principle also, which is the foundation of the 
important remark of the apostle in his epistle to the Romans, ‘ Let 
not then your good be evil spoken of.” * 

9. We return, therefore, to the great truth, which we wish to be 
left deeply impressed upon the mind, namely, that we can neither do 

good nor evil, irrespective of the law of Providence, without incurring 
~ guilt, and without experiencing a painful retribution. And this retri- 
bution, although it may scarcely be noticed at first, and although it 
may be delayed for a long time, is as certain and irresistible, with the 
single exception of cases of timely repentance, as the existence of 
God himself. He who stands in the divine order and is a co-worker 
with God, may experience trouble. Perhaps it is for this very thing 
God has placed him where he is, that sorrow, and rebuke, and evil 
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speaking, may come upon him, and in the fire of their consuming con- 
tact destroy the dross that still adheres to his soul. But standing as 
he does with God before him, and in the way of God’s appointment, 
he will in the end come off victorious. But for him who stands out 
of the divine order, and who opposes the weak shield of human 
strength to God’s irreversible arrangements, there is no help. The 
chariot wheels of the Almighty will pass over him, and grind him to 
powder. A. K. 


For the Guide to Holiness. - 


Dear Br. Kine : — Do you not think we may entitle the following 


lines, (which I have lately met with,) 


THE PRIVILEGES OF THE BELIEVER. 


“OQ Lord! how happy now are we! 
Who thus can cast our cares on thee — 
Who thus from self can rest ; 
And feel at heart, that one above, 
In perfect wisdom, perfect love, 
Is working for the best. 


“ How happy thus our daily life! 
No more disturbed by anxious strife, 
By sudden, wild alarms ; 
How sweet thus to relinquish all 
Our earthly props, and simply fall 
On thy Almighty arms! 


“ Allowed to kneel and cast our load, 
E’en while we pray, upon our God, 
Then rise with lightened cheer; 
Sure that the Father, who is nigh, 
To still the famished raven’s cry, 
Will hear in that we fear.” 


E. M. B. 


“ Holiness, in the light of the Holy Spirit, is not a high state ; but in 
proportion as we come short of it, we are low. Sanctification is the low- 
est state in which a man lives continually uncondemned of God.” 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


EVERY THING DESIGNED TO HELP Us. 


NO. 6. 
CROSSES AND LOSSES. 


Tr is interesting to observe the various methods which God employs 
in bringing his children into the kingdom, and in training them after- 
ward for heaven. Each individual has his peculiar characteristics, 
and requires peculiar training. He who made them, alone under- 
stands them fully ; He only has power to control, and wisdom to 
adapt, and love to apply the requisite instrumentalities in each case. 
What a blessed thing it is, to be in his hands, and to have those we 
love in his hands, and to feel that all the interests of the universe 
are in his keeping ; moreover, to have the joyful assurance from his 
own lips, that all things are working together for good —for the 
highest good of all, and for the highest good of each. Earthly gov- 
ernments endeavor to secure “the greatest good of the greatest 
number,” but always at more or less sacrifice of individual liberty 
and comfort. In the regulation of a kingdom, a city, or a family, 
individuals are required to give up something for the general good. 
But it is not so in the government of God. It is the beauty of Ins 
government, that while the highest results are obtained in regard to 
the whole, the happiness of each individual is equally secured. From 
the arch-angel to the insect, every being, capable of enjoyment, is 
loved and blessed — the particular necessities of each provided for, 
and the benevolent Creator of all is ever enjoying their happiness. 

There is a meaning in the circumstances which surround us, and 
in the daily occurrences of our lives. God is ever speaking to us 
through them — O let us listen! It invests life — common every 
day life —with a great interest and value, when we thus connect it 
all with God. You take up a piece of paper with indifference, but on 
looking at it carefully, you discern, in faintly pencilled characters, 
some words of affection from a friend ; what a new value is added 
to that little bit of paper! To other eyes it seems of no consequence, 
but it is precious in yours. Just so with the little occurrences of a 
day ; to those who do not see God in them, they are without inter- 
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est ; but to one who does, they are full of comfort and mstruction — 
ever revealing more and more of his love and wisdom. 

Child of God, is there anything in your circumstances which you 
would like to alter? Any thing which you think hinders your pro- 
gress in the divine life? Does it seem to you that if this or that 
thing were different, you should be a better Christian? Are you in 
the habit of excusing your deficiencies by laying the blame on circum- 
stances 2? In so doing, you charge God foolishly. Did he not place 
you where you are? Did he not arrange every thing in your lot ? 
How often do people, when suffering under some heavy calamity, say, 
‘¢T know it is all right, and I could bear it, were it not for this or 
that aggravating circumstance. Ah, here the rebellion of the heart 


peeps out. Did not He who sent the calamity, send all its peculiar 


agegravations ? The great Physician prepared this bitter cup for your 
lips, and skilfully mingled all the bitter ingredients which were need- 
ful for your soul’s health. His love would not permit him to put in 
either more or less than your case absolutely required. ‘‘ ‘The cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ?” — 

We must not shut God out of little things. The inclination to do 
this is wonderfully strong in the human heart. It may arise in part 
from our early habits of viewing God as great and distant — unap- | 
proachable — too high to notice us; overlooking what he tells us 
about his nearness, his continual presence, his indwelling Spirit. But 
it is Owing more to another cause back of that ; sinners do not like to 
retain God in their knowledge. The heart that is not conscious of 
being in harmony with Him, shrinks instinctively from His perpetual 
presence ; it would rather find some place where God is not. 
** Whither can I go from thy presence ?”’ was the question of the 
Psalmist — a question as full of terror to the sinner, as it is full of 
comfort to the saint. 

_ May we indeed presume to connect God with every thing ? 
- Yes, with every thing. 
Is nothing too small ? 


Nothing — unless you can find something of less consequence than 


-ahair of your head. A realizing sense of this is one of the most 


precious things in the world, and makes each successive moment 


seem to us, as it really is, an unfolding of God’s bright and beautiful 
plan. Viewed in this light, no occurence will have power to disturb — 
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us. Suppose we lay our plans in the morning of the day, and it 
scems very important they should be carried out ; presently some- 
thing occurs, that entirely deranges them. What then, shall we be 
vexed ? Certainly not ; we have only learnt that our plan was not the - 
best plan ; then surely there is no reason to regret its overthrow. 

We are engaged in a piece of work ; it is important — so it seems 
to us — that we should complete it at a given time. A troublesome 
visitor comes in and hinders us. God sent him — and by him he 
sends us word, not to feel as if we must have our own way in the 
matter. Ilere is a lesson which is worth more to us, if we heed it, 
than the pleasure and advantage of finishing the work at the given 
time. ‘The little * cross accidents” of hfe, as they are called, are of 
excellent use to teach us not to do things in our own will and way. 
They are doubtless designed to remind us of our constant dependence 
on God. If things always went on smoothly, we should be likely to 
attribute it to our own wisdom and good management. 

When the heart is in tune, every thing is musical, and sends forth 

a pleasant sound. If pleasant things are given us, they awaken 
gratitude ; if painful things are sent, they call other graces into ex- 
ercise ; such as patience, humility, and submission. If dear friends 
are given, they cheer and help us on our pilgrimage ; if they are 
taken away, they draw our hearts after them to heaven! O it 1s 
a blessed thing. to have friends in heaven! ‘They form a connect- 
ing link between us and the spiritual world. They who the other 
day were with us, feeling as we feel, thinking as we think, are 
there ! They have not lost their personal identity — they are still 
themselves — only purer, brighter, happier. Heaven seems home-like, 
now they are gone there. Lefore it was like a bright dream, now it 
is become a reality. Ihave often thought, that our departed Christ- 
ian friends do us more good now, than they did when they were with 
us; then, they drew us down to earth —now, they draw us up to 
heaven. ‘This is like all the rest of God’s benevolent arrangements for 
promoting our spiritual advancement, causing our friends to be a 
double blessing to us — in their life and in their death. 


QO, blessed be the hand that gave, 
Still blessed when it takes ; 
Blessed be He who wounds to save — 
‘Who heals the heart He breaks.” 


But it is not the loss of friends alone, which is conducive to the 
soul’s improvement. Other losses are made to be gain tous. One 
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of the most common calamities of life is the loss of property. Though 
wealth is designed to be a blessing, yet, to the partially sanctified 
heart, it does not often prove so ; not so often as the loss of it does. 
That heart which was proud in prosperity, is frequently made humble 
and grateful under the pressure of adversity. The poor pilgrim was 
toiling along the narrow way, with the celestial gate, far, far in the 
distance, but now a weight is taken off, and he runs with a quick 
step, and a light heart. Ife would never, of his own accord, have 
laid aside that weight, but now it is gone, and he will run and not be 
weary, walk and not faint. Our Savior says, ‘‘ Blessed are the poor 
in Spirit.” Now pecuniary losses are eminently favorable to the 
crowth of this grace ; and often God makes his children part with all 
they have, that he may give them, in return, the pearl of great 
price —a meek and quiet spirit. Are they not infinite gainers by 
this exchange ? But some indulge foolish regrets because they can- 
not put so much into the treasury of the Lord, as they could once. 
He will take care of that ; He will make other hearts as liberal as 
he has made theirs, and the treasury will not suffer. The poor dis- 
ciple sometimes says, “ I never want to be rich, except when I see 
some ohject of charity, and then I can’t help regretting my limited 
means.” ‘This seems like benevolence, yet is there not in it some- 
thing of unbelief? Perfect confidence in God hushes all regrets. 
Loss of property, if submitted to in the right spirit, and attended with 
the divine blessing, (as it then will not fail to be,) greatly promotes 
humility, submission, trust in God and sympathy with the poor. For 
true charity often increases, in proportion as the means of exercising 
it diminish ; and the Christian says to his poor brother, ‘‘ Silver and 
gold have I none, but such as I have give I unto thee — my sympa- | 
thy and prayers.” These are better than silver and gold — better 
for the recipient, and better, in their reflexe influence on the giver. 
The loss of wealth saves the sufferer from many temptations, teaches © 
self-denial, and causes him to make more account of “* that inheritance 
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away.” ‘‘ Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs to the 
kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him.” 

Sometimes the child of God is called to a trial of a different kind. 
The tongue of slander is permitted to assail him, and for a time, he 
loses his good name. Perhaps there is no loss harder to bear than 
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this. The tempter will be ready to suggest, that no good can come 
of such a trial, seeing it is not only injurious to you personally, but 
to the cause you love, destroying your influence and usefulness. But 
do not listen to hm — it is not so. It is true an enemy hath done 
this, yet your Father’s hand is in it; and if so, then you may be sure 
there is good to come of it ; for “ he is good and dveth good continu- 
ally.’ Public opinion may be against you, but be not disturbed ; 
“they that be for you, are more than they which be against you.” 
A feeling of desolation comes over you; where can you go, but to 
God? ‘To him you will turn with such a confiding faith as you never 
had before. You will run into his sheltering arms like a little child. 
As you look in your Bible for comfort, you will find promises there, 
which you never saw before, exactly adapted to your case, and they 
will be to you like the shade of a great rock in a dreary land!” 
‘¢'The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into 
it and is safe.” Yes, in this pavilion, he will keep them secretly 
from the strife of tongues. Our gracious Master usually reserves his. 
‘sweetest cordials for the most trying times ; and though you may 
have often seen the hour, when you was brought into his banqueting 
house, and his banner over you was love, you will probably now be 
permitted to come nearer to him than ever before. You are passing 
through the furnace, and you feel its hot breath, yet the ilames do 
not kindle upon you; how is it? ‘The arms of Infinite Love are 
about you, and one like unto the Son of God is walking with you ! 
Is there no good in this ? You will come out of this furnace with 
such a sweet sense of the faithfulness of God — your covenant God — 
with such a repose of soul in his love, and with such lessons of heay- 
enly wisdom in your heart, as you could never have gained in any 
other form of affliction. S. J. 


—* Holiness is the zero point on heaven’s thermometer, that measures 
the warmth of our love and meetness for the inheritance of the saints. 
Above that point there may be height; but however slightly, just so far 
as we sink beneath it, it is all lowness, a lowness that shuts us out. The 
love that gave the “ only begotten Son,” placed the test as low as could 
possibly be. Holiness, we repeat it, is the zero-point.” 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE. 


Jan. 1, 18**.— IN reviewing to-day the past year, while I see in 
myself much frailty and imperfection in all my works and ways, I 
still feel a consciousness, that I have every day endeavored to live to 
God. My mind and heart has been steadfast to one point, viz., to 
slorify God, by the constant exhibition of a right spirit and temper, 
and by the faithful discharge of every relative and social duty. In 
asking myself the question, shall I serve God better the coming year, 
the thought occurred, I shall probably see as little to rely upon as 
good in myself, as I have the past year, and so in future years; I 
shall still be weak, frail, erring. It is indeed a consolation, that I am’ 
saved by the merits of Christ, not my own. He pays all the debt, 
while I give him my heart. Conscious that I am his, that my heart’s 
object and aim is to live in and for Him, I feel that I am accepted in 
all my weaknesses, and wants, and woes, and that all 1s well. In this 
sweet consciousness, I live from day to day, and though I am at 
times oppressed by inward thoughts and suggestions, and filled with 
sensitive grief, yet my faith, my hope in God, is unmoved. I find 
somewhere in the depths of my soul, a sacred hold on Omnipotent 
strength ; a Power which holds me safe, amid the dashing of winds 
and waves. ‘The Lord is my keeper, saith my soul. 

Feb. 23.— A painful sense of emptiness and worthlessness has for 
some days past oppressed my spirit. In this state of utter weakness, 
of entire prostration, of very nothingness, how cheering, to embrace 
anew the way of jaith. Here darkness is changed to light; and heavi- 
ness, to joy and gladness of spirit. What a strange tendency is this 
we have, to live upon self. It is only when we get to the end of self, 
to this brink of destruction and utter ruin, that we look affectionately 


_ to Christ, and live. ‘Then at once, the soul takes wings, and finds a 


new atmosphere of light and love. Birds of the air, above, beyond, 


and out of self, our Father feeds us. 


March 20.— The return of this season of the year brings with it 
associations and remembrances of special interest. I consider it the 
season of my espousals to Christ — when I knew whom I loved, and © 
to whom I gave myself in heart, not in words merely, and in form. 
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It was then, (four years from this date) I had a clear discovery of 
the glory of God, as revealed to sinful man, in cleansing the heart. 
Q what a memorable scason My soul was filled with the Spirit of 
God ; every stain of sin removed. Yes, I speak confidently, every 
stain removed. I never had a deeper consciousness of any fact, of 
any internal state, than I then had of purity. And into whatever 
relapses I may be suftered to fall, [ can never doubt the. truth and 
reality of what then was accomplished in my soul. Since that period, 
I have ardently longed and sought after God and holiness ; have con- 
stantly desired a PURE heart, free from every other love, but the love 
of God ; that is, having every other fecling entirely subjected to this. 
If I know myself, this desire, implanted by God’s spirit, has been 
granted ; all else has been a shadow, compared with God and holi- | 
ness. I feel conscious of numberless imperfections of my fallen na- 
ture. Yet 1 dofcel conscious also, of the love of God in my heart, 
an overruling, all-absorbing principle of life and action, swallowing 
up every inferior motive, and extending itself to the minutest actions 
of my life, and to the passing thoughts and feelings of every hour. 
So may it ever be, and all the glory thine, my Father. 


June 22d. — Have never been more sensible of the change wrought 
in me by the grace of God, than during the two past months, when I 
have been thrown into new and untried scenes of cares and labors. 
What would in my former state have been a great burden, and per- 
formed with uneasiness and pain, has been done with meekness and 
quietness of spirit, yet with courage and resolution. ‘The grace of 
God, the presence of God with the heart, 1s support in every situa- 
tion : it surmounts all difficulties, it renders all duties easy, and even 
pleasant. I am a wonder to myself, seeing the change which grace 
has wrought in me, and would here render a new tribute of praise 
and thanksgiving to the God of my salvation. I love even those 
changes of circumstances, whicli put to the test the grace of God ; 
and which, without his grace, would have been so irksome and trying. 
A good ail seems, as it were to go before, i in these busy scenes of 
Setathide life, and to prepare the way, so that where I appr ehended 
a burden, no burden was found. The language of my heart 1s, let 
me be doing anything in the will of God ; all 3 is equally good — “1 
live in pleasure, while I live to thee.”’ Vow, 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


EXTRACTS FROM A DIARY. 


March 19th. —1 am filled with glory . I feel melted in divine 
love; and such (almost without intermission) has been the case since 
I found that priceless gem, ‘ the great salvation ;”’ indeed, I have 
such answers to prayers as I never had before; for instance, there 
were six mourning souls for whose deliverance I had offered. earnest 
and unceasing prayer, and precisely at the time I asked, they were 
relieved of their burdens. O! glory to God for such great faith. 


March 28th. — I had last night another foretaste of heaven ; but 
scarcely was I in the body again, ere Satan tempted me to believe all 
this shouting and deep feeling was animal excitement alone ; and weak 
as Lam, I listened, and unfortunately attempted to reason ; then it 
was that the power of darkness reigned, ‘‘ the pains of: hell gat hold 
upon me,” and sorrow and agony of soul went over me as a mighty 
sea; but thank God, Jesus did not forsake me. I went to him and 
asked for guidance, and upon arising from my knees and opening my 
Testament, [ found sunshine, the darkness was dispelled. There are 
only two passages in the Testament in which shouting is mentioned, 
and one of these was before me. 1 Thess. 4: 16. 


May 22d. — Glory to God, I am beginning to feel the heights and 
depths of gospel grace. Yesterday was a day of love ; I felt nearer 
the land of glory ; was filled and yet hungered. “ Bless the Lord, 
} my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name.” 


June 21st.— I am in the promised land, where no good thing is 
withheld, to-day ; my soul is on fire, and the hallowing flame is inde- 
scribably holy ; this awful love, joy and peace, that make our para- 
dise below, are indeed fit food for angels. Well may they continually 
praise God, and with joy do Ifis will, for methinks nothing conceivable 


can repay such mercy as to give eternal existence to unnumbered be- 
ings for their own happiness. Hallelujah to our God! 


July: — 1 am swallowed up in love, and know I am daily dying to 
the world and living to God. Notwithstanding I feel full to-day, yet 
yesterday I was sorrowful ; but still I know whatit is to live by faith, 
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and do so walk, and I am an heir of glory, a possessor of an eternal 
mansion, an abode where “all the air is love,” where my Father, who 
is love, dwells supreme. Q! glory be to God. 


“T° ll praise Him while He lends me breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death.” 


W. 8. ©. 
Hagerstown, Md., July, 1848. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


RELIGIOUS CORRESPONDENCE. 
No. 2. 


Labor of former years recognized. Responsibilities of a Minister’s wife. How a 
Minister should be influenced in choosing a wife. Call from God a sufficient guarantee 


for grace to discharge its responsibilities. Every moment has its duties. Present help for 
present need. | 


To Mrs. K.: — Dear sister I. was surely right in believing that 1 
would be a partaker of her joy. If my ability were answerable to my 
inclinations, I had weeks since responded to your very precious letter. 
I should love to assure you of the abundant joy of my heart, as I 


have read and re-read the letter which communicates the blessed - 


tidings that the prayers and labors of years since have come up in 
remembrance before God. Known only to God, and treasured up as 
incense before him, are the fervent and long continued intercessions 
of my soul in behalf of the individual members of my Bible and eve- 
ning classes, that they might imdeed become eminently devoted fol- 


lowers of the Savior. 


_--When you left us, to fill the responsible station of a minister’s wife, 


O how deeply did I feel that you needed the whole armor of mghte- 
ousness in order to fit you to be an example to believers. If a min- 
ister is required to go forth before the flock as an example in dvctrine, 
in faith, and in purity, then his wife as a helpmate, is surely required 
to go out hand in hand with him. ‘The effect of her example in ex- 
tensiveness, differs but little, and I think not in any degree, from that 
of her husband. If aminister has in reality given himself, soul and 
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body to God and the church, for the performance of holy service, his 
associations in life will all be formed in view of this object, and his wife 
will be considered as but a part of himself, in promoting the purity of 
the church. If she fails, the failure comes upon them conjointly. 

Blessed be God, that he has given you such clear views in relation 
to the responsibilities of your calling. It is but to know that our God 
imposes responsibilities, to be assured that he will help us to be fully 
answerable to them. IIc is perfect in wisdom and in power, and he 
never calls us toa duty without intending to impower us fully m every 
respect for the performance of it. The precious text which I took 
for the motto of my life, years since, is still as prominently before me 
as ever, You may find it in Phil. 4: 13. I momentarily feel in 
deepest consciousness that I can do nothing wethout Christ. But this 
does not in the least intimidate or discourage me in the performance 
of the various duties which crowd upon every hour and every mo- 
ment. Yes, every moment has its duties, not one of which can be 
performed aright but through the power of Christ. But Christ is my 
indwelling Savior ; He is ever present imparting wisdom, and strength, 
and salvation, and establishing his kingdom of righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost in my heart. Yes, dear E., we may also 
unite with the heavenly company and say, ‘* Vow is come salvation, 
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his 
Christ.” ** We are more than conquerors through him who hath 
loved us.” ‘ We can doall things through Christ, which strenetheneth 
us.” You will find it well, dear K., to take this inspiring text in the 
present tense. ‘This is just the way it reads, and this is just what you 
want. ‘The passage does not read thus, who can strengthen, or will 
strengthen, but who strengtheneth us. ; 

Then you need never be at a loss in the midst of your various re- 
sponsibilities as a minister’s wife. It is true that you cannot gain 
grace ahead, so that in view of the duties of the morrow, or the com- 
ing week, you may say I now have the ability for this or the other 
duty, but you may rather look at the matter thus: By virtue of a 
continued reliance on Christ till the morrow, I shall have grace for 
the duty then required. ‘Thus may we live, going on rapidly from 
streneth to strength, and also from faith to faith. I think this latter 
clause involves a more important point than is generally conceived of. 
Faith is not sense, and to the degree either inward or outward, mani- 
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festations are given, faith is not necessary. You received the bless- 


ing of holiness by faith, that is taking God at his word ; you can only 
retain it by holding fast your confidence ‘steadfast unto the end. 
There would be no need of the exhortation * hold fast,’ unless there 
were one ever ready to wrest from you the shield of faith. The ene- 
my will present many plausible reasons why you may not now hold 
fast your confidence that the blood of Jesus cleanseth. But while 
you still keep aW upon the altar, it is not only your privilege but your 
duty to believe that the blood of Jesus still rolls in purifying streams 
over your soul. Expect to be borne onward by the might of the 
Spirit, not from one degree of light to another, but from one degree 
of faith to another. My heart is persuaded that this will be your ex- 
perience. “ Faithful is he who hath called you, who also will do it.” 
I hope dear brother H. is also going on from one degree of grace to 
another in the possession of the blessings of purity ; yet more definite 
in his experience, and yet more successful in his ministrations, in pre- 
senting holiness as the present privilege of the believer. 

Your ever devoted sister, 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


GOD THE UNPAILING SOURCE OF LOVE. 


Oh Thou, who givest the true desire, 

_ Thyself the only source of love, 

Within our humbled hearts inspire 
Affections, springing from above. 


As transient as the morning dew, 
Earth’s love imparts its joys in vain, 

But those, who drink the fountain true, 
The dews of life, thirst not again. 


~ Why then should men with watchful eye 

The treasure seek which is not given? 
The cisterns of the earth are dry, 

Perennial flow the draughts of heaven. 


Oh Thou, who givest the true desire, 
Thyself the only source of love, 
Within our humbled hearts inspire 
Affections, springing from above. | U. 
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From the Religious Telescope. 


ENTIRE CONSECRATION EXPERIMENTALLY VERIFIED. 


_ [Tie following letter, from an intimate friend, was not intended 
for publication, yet as it contains so much deep, genuine, gospel truth, 
I take the responsibility of giving it publicity, for the benefit of all 
who are earnestly seeking “ rest.”’ R. Pratt. | 


My DEAR FELLOW Strancer:—TI received, about 
one year since, a letter from you, inquiring “‘ Where I am,” ‘“ How 
I am,” and “ What Iam doing?’”’ Three short and easily answered 
questions. | 

1. “ Where lam?” Iam on the altar of sacrifice, lost in the will 
of God. I once had faith to that degree, that I was willing to lie on that 
part of the altar very near the verge of eternity. But now, blessed be 
God, and O! how my soul triumphs here, my faith is so strong in 
God, that I find every portion of his altar alike precious. Praise the 
name of the Lord! It makes no difference what portion of this altar 
I occupy, that belonging to time or to eternity. O, what a victory 
my happy soul has gained! I occupy a position in the will of God, 
where I can believe him manifested in every event. In His will, I 
live and move. I never knew the meaning of this before. As the 
cloud rises, under the influence of the warm rays of the sun, till it 
finds an equilibrium, and then floats in the air, moving in harmonious 
obedience to the breeze, so my soul, letting go the entanglements of 
earth, has sunk to find a resting place in the will of God. I now have 
nothing to do but to move in his will. As the air sustains the cloud, 
so God sustains my soul. Here rests my heart. What are external 
changes to me now? 

2. “ Tow Lam?” Happy ; because my will harmonizes with the 
will of the Lord. Contented; because now God, with my free will 
and consent, fixes the bounds of my habitation, and measures out my 
hourly allowance of comfort, peace, love, joy, food; raiment; and to 
the flesh, its agreeable or disagreeable times, circumstances, places, 
and trials ; and to the eye of sense, the clouds and the sunshine. 
Strong; because abandoning self, with all its weakness, I have clothed 
myself in the strength of my spiritual Samson. Wise ; because see- 
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ing and acknowledging my own ignorance, I have already become a 
fool in my own. eyes, and in the eyes of friends and foes, that I may — 
know the despised Nazarene, and the power of his resurrection. 
Sanctified ; because I am now set apart for my Master’s use ; 


“Tis all my business here below, 
To ery, behold the Lamb.” 


Made perfect in love. Yes, glory to God, his love fills every 
chamber and avenue of my soul. As a man, who has clasped to his 
naked body, a cold, icy column, is soon chilled to death; so, blessed - 
be His name, I have clasped to my naked soul, with arms of faith, 
the God of love, till my whole spiritual body is warmed and quickened 
to life ; yea, the life of love. O that every frozen heart would clasp 
the God of love! Embracing hin, we live with him, and in him, and 
being with him and in him, O how we seem to loose sight of the 
distinctions of time and eternity, for our God has become all in all 
to us. 3 

As the motlfer’s love is the pledge of all care and support requisite 
for the infant that nestles in her bosom, so the child of God, self-igno- 
rant, self-helpless, reposes in the loving arms of Jesus, with perfect faith, 
that his love is a sure guarantee, to ward off every thing hurtful, and 
to supply every thing good. O my God, increase our faith here till 
it shall be equal to owr sight in the other world, for then, and then 
only, is the soul at perfect rest. My soul swells here with thoughts, 
joy, and love, too vast for eyes to see, or ears to hear. Hail, allhail, 
my ever present, ever loving, ever protecting God! ‘Thou hast 
always been about me, but I believed thee afar off. Thy hand has 
fed and clothed me, but I had no eye of faith to see thee. O, how 
the scales of unbelief have fallen off! I pray God, I may hereafter 
be as blind to riches, honors, self-ease, the smiles and frowns of man, 
as I have been to the charms of my adorable Savior. Just in pro- 
portion as the natural eye has closed, God has given spiritual vision. 

3. Now for your last question, ‘‘ What I am doing?” J am doing 
nothing. I am now crucified, and my life is hid with Christ in God. — 
I have, therefore, ceased from my own works, and instead of being 
an agent, I-am now only an instrument in the hands of God. So far 
as the opinions of men are concerned, I am a dead and uncouth in- 
Strument ; in their eyes, now like Shamgar’s ox-goad, again like 
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Samson’s “ jaw-bone,” which, when the slaughter is over, are fit only 
to be cast into the fire or thrown out upon the ground to rot, while 
the s/ayer has all the praise of what is done. 

I always wanted to divide the praise of what was done between 
myself and Savior. How hard was it for him to stop my ears to the 
praise of men, to blind my eyes to their smiles, and to deaden the de- 
sires of my poor heart to all but the Savior’s smiles, honors, and inter- 
ests. ‘The true honor of the instrument is found, not in the fact that 


souls are converted or sanctified through it, but in the fact that God’s 


hand uses the instrument. ‘This being the case, the instrument is 
truly honored, whether in an active or quiet state, so God holds it. 
QO, when shall we all see what true honor is! 

It seems to me our souls are to God, in some sense, as the canvass 
is to the painter. The painter gets his canvass, stretches it upon the 
frame, daubs it with paint till the cloth is lost sight of; then he lays 
out the outlines of some friend’s image, and finally portrays a perfect 
likeness. So God picks up our poor souls, stretches them upon the 
cross of his dear Son, and as the painter’s first business was, with his’ 
daubing brush, to spoil and hide the canvass, so before God can do 
any thing with our souls, he must first mortify, humble, abase, and 
make us in the eyes of a proud, selfish and sinful world, as the * filth 
and off-scouring of all things,” till our “ visage is marred more than any 
‘man’s, and our form more than the sons of men.” Then, and then 
only, are we in a proper frame of soul to receive the image of His 
dear Son. As the canvass is honored and preserved, because the 
repository of the picture of some perishing man; so our souls, if im- 
pressed with the image and likeness of the immaculate Lamb, will be 
eternally honored and preserved by God. What is the canvass worth 
to the painter, if it will not receive the fine pencillings of his brush ? 
On the other hand, what are our souls worth to God, if his Spirit 


- fails, through our unwillingness or stubbornness, to fully delineate the 


Savior’s image ? 


How many professors of religion, fully impressed with the above 
truths, are praying for the perfect image of Jesus to be enstamped on 
their souls, and yet while God, with his proyidences and Spirit, is 
mortifying and humbling them that he may cover them from them. 
selves and the world, as the painter first covers his canvass, how many 


= we see, during this severe discipline, revolt, refuse, cry out, turn 
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back, and never go through this preparatory process! If such go to 
heaven at all, will they not be saved so as by fire? 

It seems to-me that God could and would as readily banish a soul 
from heaven that had refused the perfect image of the Savior, as the 
painter would tear from the frame and consign to the flames, the can- 
vass that should from any reason prove incapable of receiving and 
retaining his picture. QO, how alarming is this thought to those half 
believers and sinners, who refuse to bear the image of the immaculate 
and glorious Son of God in their hearts, and yet fondly dream of 
heaven! QO, what indignity to God — what madness in themselves ! 
QO, Brother, let us nét stop until we are sure the Spirit has covered 
us entirely from ourselves and the world; Ict us go forth out of the: 
camp, bearing the Savior’s reproach. We must be covered by the 
scoffs, jeers, and frowns of a hateful and hating world, before angels 
will have occasion to uncover us. Persecutors, with their spears, 
vinegar, and gall, must rail around our cross, before angels can sit 
around our tomb and say, “he is risen.” Ilow few, apparently, 
know and realize the order of God, with the soul. Ilow many 
desire to partake of Christ’s glory, without first partaking of his suf: 
ferings. | 

O, Br. Pratt, how incapable are words to express the feelings of 
my soul. I would lke to raise a wave of praise to my adorable 
Savior, that would roll on, rising higher and higher, and spreading 
wider and still wider, till eternity itself were compassed. 


M. F. 


‘* Reader, are you willing to be holy? Willingness to receive any 
thing, implies that we consent to have it, in all its parts and all its neces- 
sary consequences. If we are willing to take the “ pearl of great price,” 
it is even though its setting may for awhile pierce into the bosom which 
wears it. If we are willing to take the heavenly spouse, it must be, as 
far as this world is concerned, ‘ for richer or for poorer, for better or for 
worse.” If we are willing to be holy, it is to be holy any where. A 
man may desire part of a thing, but never the entire thing, until he 
consents to take it with all its necessary consequences. No man truly 
desires a fig-tree if it is only on condition that it bears grapes ; ‘so no 
man really desires holiness, if only on condition that it bears the fiuits of 
unholiness, such as ease, self-pleasing, and the friendship of the world. 
Reader do you desire holiness 2” oi 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


id EXPERIENCE OF A MISSIONARY. 


i * * * * —DunING the voyage, my mind was deeply interested 
in the subject of personal holiness. ‘lo give you a full account of the 
exercises of mind through which I passed, would fill many such sheets 
| as this —I cannot attempt the task. I felt my need as I had never 
an | done before of a deeper work of grace —a more powerful baptism of ) 
if the Spirit. My own unworthiness and deep depravity pressed heavily 
upon me, and caused me to groan being burdened. For hours I have 
: continued in my state-room engaged in devotional exercises, seeking 
ie for that entire conformity to God’s image which I believed to be my 
: | privilege. Often at night did I pace the deck with my mind dwelling 
, on this important subject; fervently praying for the blessing of holi- 
ness. Permit me to make a few extracts from my journal on this | 
| Oct. 20th. — Conversed for sometime after ten this evening, on the — 
subject of Holiness. God is graciously leading me to a more intimate 
acquaintance with himself and the glorious privileges of his children. 


Oct. 21st. — The theme of Holiness is becoming more and more — 
interesting to me. God is drawing me gently, and “ I’1l follow on.”’ 
I do desire full conformity to his will. Lord, hear the voice of my 
supplications. 

Oct. 22d. — My heart is still drawn out after God. Sometimes I 
am near the blessing, and then again my thoughts are dissipated. 


Lord, centre and fix my wavering soul. Now thy all-cleansing blood 
apply. tlelp me to surrender all. 


Oct, 23d. — I have not been as ardently panting after God to-day 
as I could desire. O Lord, inspire my heart. Let my soul in all its 
capacities be filled with thy love. Disentangle’my affections from 

earth and attach them to thyself. I have laid my sacrifice upon thine 
altar, give me the evidence that the sacrifice is accepted. 


| Oct. 24th. —'This day I received the evidence of Holiness. I | 
haat cannot doubt my experience. The captive is free! I will bless the 
' Lord at all times. O, yes, ‘“ His praise shall be continually upon my | 


lips.” “* My soul shall make her boast in the Lord.” I rejoice with 
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trembling. Many dangers surround me, but God is my refuge. I 


never tasted such sweetness in religion before. Like a child I kneeled 
at His feet, and while grateful tears gushed from my eyes, I asked 
and received. | 


I have given you these few brief extracts as the index of my feel- 
ings, and have not room for any more. - Thus has God led me, I 
adore him for his amazing grace. QO, that my future life may evince 
the strength and sincerity of my feelings. Since that time I have 
passed through.some deep waters, and my faith sometimes well mgh 


failed. But God has preserved me, and I am still trymg to “ follow 


the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.” 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


Lirtte Fats, Dec. 12th, 1848. 


Br. Kine : — Having noticed an article in your periodical, a short 
time since, on the blessings of the ‘* Guide,” I send You a few lines, 
which if you deem worthy, you will please insert in the Guide. 

In the summer of 1840, a pious and devoted mother subscribed for | 
your excellent Guide. ‘The first number came and was perused with 
great satisfaction and delight; as a messenger bringing glad tidings 
of great joy ; and which it has since proved to be to many an inquir- 
ing mind. She had for some time previous, testified before the church 
and the world, that the blood of Christ had power on earth to cleanse 
from all sin; which truth she endeavored to impress upon the minds 
of others both by precept and example, until her departure from the 
shores of time. She continued to read and practice the precious 
truths and maxims of the Guide, until her two children were savingly 
converted, and brought to a knowledge of the truth, which transpired 
on the 16th of March, 1843. . At this she greatly rejoiced, and was 
led to exclaim in the language of the prophet, ‘¢ Now, Lord, let thy 
servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
From this time her health gradually declined, until the 20th of April, 
when she departed this life in the triumphs of faith. In this severe 
affliction, the remaining members of the family found consolation in 
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the gospel of Christ, which nothing of an earthly nature could 
afford. Still the Guide was taken, and continued to do its office work 
upon the heart, until a father was enabled to exercise faith in Christ, 
as a present, free, and full Savior, and continued to live in the enjoy- 
ment of the fullness of the gospel of peace, until February Ist, 1846, 
when he was removed from the church militant to the church triumph- 
ant, leaving abundant evidence that he had gone to enjoy the rest 
that remaineth to the people of God. But under such heavy afflic- 
tions, when deprived of the dearest earthly friends, the grace of God 
was sufficient. Since that time I have continued to take the Guide, . 
and have been instructed and benefited in perusing its pages. In 
June last I was enabled to give all for Christ, to cast all my interests, 
both spiritual and temporal, upon him, and consecrate my little all to 
him for time and eternity. And since that time, while attending a 
camp meeting, my sister was made to rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full-of glory. And when I take a retrospective view of the past, 
and anticipate the blessed enjoyments of the finally faithful, O! how 
my heart beats with cratitude to God, that we the remaining mem- 
bers of the family are travelling in the highway of holiness, cast up 
for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in, and if we continue faithful 
a few days longer, we shall have passed through the trials and afflic- 
tions of this life, and shall meet before our Father’s throne in one 
unbroken company, where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are forever at rest. 
Yours truly, 


‘* Tio! every one that thirsteth, come 
To Christ, the soul-reviving spring ; 
Here find a refuge and a home — 
Here all your wants and sorrows bring. 


Trust thou thy soul, thy life, thy all, 

To Him who evermore endures, — 
Who will not weary at thy call, 

But succor sends, and peace secures.” 
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